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The Distance Learning Playbook for Parents
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In the midst of this global pandemic,
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Letter From the Authors

We are not asking you to become
the teacher. We are asking you
to
partner with us however you are
able and to support the learnin
g
opportunities we provide. We will
continue to learn about what wor
ks in
education and we will apply our
best knowledge, the knowledge
generated
from decades of research, to buil
d your child's social, emotional,
and
academic skills.
You are probably hearing a lot
of talk about the lost learning
during
mid-2020 or about what some
are calling the "COVID Slide." And
there is
even more talk about the loss
of learning if students are not
physically
in school immediately. The fac
t of the matter is, we are teache
rs and our
superpower is knowing where
children are in their learning jou
rney and
supporting their continued gro
wth. We did not forget how to tea
ch. And our
little secret is that about 50 per
cent of the instructional minute
s in school
are spent on things that studen
ts already know. Thus, this yea
r, our task is
to focus on what students nee
d to learn and use the preciou
s time we have
with them to focus on that.
We also know that you all went
to school and that after 15,000
hours in
school, you too are experts and
have strong views about school.
Some of
you did not have great experie
nces in schooling. Some of you
had some
brilliant teachers that changed
your life course, but some of you
missed
these marvelous teachers. We
realize that you, and our curren
t society,
expect much of schools, and sch
ools attempt to solve many pro
blems.
Today's schools have a major foc
us on developing the skills of lear
ning and
on finding ways to teach studen
ts to work collectively in groups
. Employers
want graduates to know how to
work in teams, to collaborate,
to
demonstrate high levels of emp
athy and respect for others, and
to be able
to "walk in the shoes of others".
They want employees with high
levels of
respect for self and respect for
others. We are good at develop
ing these
skills, but we need you too.
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