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Deas (oUmW,

Sckoolirg has changed conside\rablg over a very shovt pe\rioc’ of time.

In a matter of monFZs, teachevs and students have en aged n phasical
dis|'ancin3, social isolation, and enkancecl sape|'3 pYol’oColS. ‘/e|' schools
vemained a hied and hrve inshitubion. Teachevs and students weve forced
into new and different leavninj opvironments and while Hhe vest of the world
came to a scveeclm'n La”; schools pe\rsevevecl Fhou h unimaginalsle Fimes.
This hi Hfj commendable ‘pivot’ should not go oncelebrated Tk\rouak the
collective efforts of all hose invdved in education, shudents \received the

best possible learning experience in an emergency situation. In other words,

we did whal we could with what we had.

When the new school Sea\r s|'av|'ed, the wOVH shill Pound i|'selp na mode of
velative panic. Schools did not. Skaff and students across the wovld
ca”ecl'ive,ﬁ dvew a line in the sand and broke away Prom the "pandemic
Peacking of 3pvin3 2020" and enﬂaged in a new school year that pvesen|'ed
unique cLa”enges. “To be cleax the panclemic Feaclning of [springl 2070 was
veall not distance leaming. IF was also not Lomescl«oolinj, wln'c? IS a choice
pavenl's make For very sPeciFic veasons Ce.g, veligious, sape|'3, hot

L:appa with Hheiv public schooD. I} was cvisis Feachinﬁ (Fishex, Fvea, % Hattie,
2020,p.D.

Ak the Beginninﬁ of the new school aea\g leachers Founcl themselves Feaclaing
in hew envivonments and new ways. Some teachevs ave exclusivela Peacking
online classes fvom home, some ave enaaaina in sociall dis|'anced Face-
bo-face leavning, and others ave enﬂagina na l'nsbvidizal'ion of both of
those models. Reﬂa\rdless of which teachin environment we may find
ourselves teaching in, one FundamenFa' Feoth vemains: We must c<msiclev

what wo\rlcs best for sl'uclen|' leavning.
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In an ever-chan N educal‘iona/ Iahdscape, we are now fas[ced with leadin
g
our shudents Fhiou ha variefa of leakning experiences that have some Gif nol
ald asPech of dis"ahce Ieakning embecjc/ed within Hhem. The P[deliha we pu"
Foward the implemen}a"ioh of dis"ance Ieavninj will pay divic/ends in the foture,
We ave en aginﬂ n impo\r}an} WOY’(, and now is the time to be movre pu\rposepul
and intentional with d[sl’ahce Ieakning. Nok on{:j is Hhis impokl‘anf now, bt as ovr
world continves Fo navigate throuvgh crises, pandemics, and olthey emevgenca

sifua"ions, teachers will consisl'ehHS be faslced with adap"ihg their Feaclu'ng.

Eveva dag in class sessions teachers are malkin J’Udgmehfs and

evalua"ing whal ave the next best teachin decisions. —”193 obsekve, Iisf‘en,
balk Fo, and engage with students fo diagnose and discover their pkogkess,
their undevstandin s and misundeks"ahdin S. Tke\:j assign tasks and tesks
and from Hhis undevstand what H-neg "al)g”‘ well and not so wel| who 5a:’ned
Prom the Feacking and who did nof and app\reciafe how much Iearhing o¥ nol
en003k lea\rn:‘ng has taken place. These ave all the core of assessment' and
in "eacking dulrinj COMD this Fask. becomes even more critical Mana of the
usval cues and opportunities are nol so available when students ave not ih
front of us and we can walk. Hhe room, so we need lo discover altevrnative

wass to Leep Fhis Form of evidence c:oming to teachers From their s"udenl’s.

As we look Fo shift our pvache fo a dislance Iea\ming model Fis paYamoUh"
that we do hot Polrgef aboult Fhis impovfahf vole of assessment

Assessmen"s, when done pkopekla, can serve to inform bolh Hhe student and
the teacher about the impacF a 3pecipic s"vafega has on student learning and
ackievemen’i The challen e we face now IS In Clesiﬂnihg assessmenlts thal
appkopviafelg measure and l‘akjef student Ieavnihj both in Pace—}o—pace and

dishmce Iearninﬁ envivonments.

That Z)Vihgs us o the purpose of Fhis /)oolc. The realil'\:j is that assessments
vsed in Pace—lo—pace envivonments are nof alwaas the most impacl'pul or

pmc"ical n disl'ance Iearning. This Aook serves to pvovic/e exampfes,
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shral’eﬂies, and assessmenh that can be leve\raﬂed with \rigo\r and FideHB
\regavc“ess of lea\minﬂ envivonment. We seek to leverage the expevtise
and exPe\riences of those leachers who ave cuwenHa enﬂaﬂinﬂ in distance

lea\minj and exPeviencing suceess.

Our wish is that you see assessments as handmaidens to the a”-impov|'an}
evaluative Fhinkin that teachers enﬂaae in. Assessments can be pav|' of
acijuana how we see the evidence of each students pYogYeSS bo Liglmev
achievement as pav|' of the evidence to cvil'ique or camplemenl' ouY
observations and Judgmenl's while in the act of teaching, and as pa\r|' of
undeVSFandina the impacP we ave Laving on shudents. Assessments Fulfill &
critical vole in these evaluations, and this places a premivm on the qualil'\xj of
the inFevPvel'aHons we make From assessments. Assessments are not about
the numbers, not aboul the vades and comments, but ave aboul infovrmin
us and students about their progress and should lead to the very best next
feac‘ning ackions. \f we as teachers learn nothing ov too litHe From students'
assessmen}S aboul‘ oY impac|' (abou|‘ w’«at Fov wlﬂom, and Low muck), Hnen
these same assessments ave p\robabl\zj not usinﬂ student ime and enevgies
most eppechve,a And if students do nol learn from assessments theiv next
best learning moves, then we have a major Job bo teach them to become

better inFe\rpvePevs of theiv test information.

Ovr Lope is that you take the expeviences of teachers LiniaHed in this
book and aPP'fj the shral'egies with the undevabnclinﬂ that we ave Eui'cling an
educational future that is nol considered "distance |eavnin3 For now" When
desianed pvopevla, assessmenh implemenFed Fhvou h the lens of

distance leavnina can Bield siﬁnipicanF impac|' on student leavnin and in
many cases will Franscend the lea\minﬂ environment in which Hf:ea ave

app'ied.

Ovur intention is to p\rovide FeacLers WiH’l assessmerﬂ's that can be app,ieol

in current and fulure contexts. While desiﬂning Liﬂk—qual}a assessments
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n a d:s*ahce leavning envivonment may appeayr daunl'in , wWe Lope Fhat /)3

levevajing the sHa"egies pvesenled in Hhis book Fhat teachers everywhere

will engage in Iugl'l impac} shrategies. We also Lope that you will c!iscavev how
poWerpul some of these methods are wh

considey how to adap" I‘Lem when the sk
inshruction.

le teachin Fkom a dis"ance and then

vdents pina”a vreburn o Hhe in—class

DOU3, Nanca, Vince, and John
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Assessments are not about the numbers, but about informing us and our students
about their progress.
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