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CORWIN

Please enjoy this complimentary excerpt from Text
Structures from the Masters by Gretchen Bernabei
and Jennifer Koppe. In this lesson, students use
the mentor text A Modern Day Devil Baby by Jane
Addams to create their own piece on why text
goes viral.
LEARN MORE about this title, including Features,
Table of Contents, and Reviews.
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There is a theory that women first evolved
and used the fairy story, that combination
of wisdom and romance, in an effort to
tame her mate and to make him a better
father to her children. The stories finally
became a rude creed, or rather rule of
conduct, which softened the treatment
men accorded to women.
These first pitiful efforts of women became
so widespread and so powerful that we
have not yet escaped their influence. We
had remarkable experience at Hull House
this year of the persistence of one of these
tales which has doubtless had its taming
effects through the centuries upon recalcitrant husbands and fathers. It burst upon
us one day in the persons of three Italian
women who, with excited rush into Hull
House, demanded to see the devil-baby.
No amount of denial convinced them that
it was not there for they knew exactly
what it was like, with its cloven hoofs, its
pointed ears, and its diminutive tail. It had
been able to speak as soon as it was born
and was most shockingly profane. For six
weeks the messages, the streams of visitors from every part of the city and suburbs to this mythical baby, poured all day
long and so far into the night that the regular activities were almost swamped. The
Italian version, with a hundred variations,
dealt with a pious Italian girl married to
an atheist who vehemently tore a holy picture from the bedroom wall, saying that he
would quite as soon have a devil in the
house as that, whereupon the devil incarnated himself in the child. As soon as the
devil-baby was born, it ran about the table
shaking its finger in deep reproach at its
father, who finally caught it and in fear

SOURCE DOCUMENT

“A Modern Day Devil Baby”
(American Journal of Sociology, 20(1), 117–118)

Jane Addams, 1914
and trembling brought it into Hull House.
When the residents there, in spite of the
baby’s shocking appearance, in order to
save its soul took him to church for a baptism, they found the shawl was empty, and
the devil-baby, fleeing from the water, ran
lightly over the backs of the pews.
The Jewish version, again with variations, was to the effect that the father
of six daughters said before the birth of
the seventh child that he would rather
have a devil than another girl, whereupon the devil-baby promptly appeared.
The story was not only used to tame restless husbands, but mothers threatened
their daughters that if they went to dance
halls or out to walk with strange young
men they would be eternally disgraced
by devil-babies. Simple, round-eyed girls
came to Hull House to see if this were
true, many of them quite innocent of the
implications in the warning. Save for a
red automobile which occasionally figured in the story, and a stray cigar, the
tale was mediaeval and unrelieved as if
it had been fashioned a thousand years
ago in response to the imperative need
of anxious wives and mothers. It had fastened itself to a poor little deformed creature, born in an obscure street, destined
in its one breath of life to demonstrate
the power of an old wives’ tale among
thousands of people in modern society
who are living in a corner of their own,
their vision fixed, their intelligence held
by some iron chain of silent habit. Or did
the incident rather make clear that the
love of the marvelous will not die, and
that romance springs unexpectedly from
the most uncongenial soil?
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Efrayim Rios
TITLE OF YOUR PIECE

Almost Had It
TEXT STRUCTURE

KERNEL ESSAY

1. When card extraordinaires get and show new cards people
get energized about buying the new cards.
2. When the Pikachu Full Art Promo card came out people went
crazy.
3. Another version of the card is rare and worth a lot of
money.
4. So when YouTube opened the promo with the unlisted leaf, my
favorite card, I wanted it even more.

SUGGESTIONS FOR QUICK LIST:

MY QUICK LIST OF TOPICS:
1.

Trading card info

2.

Funny pictures

3.

Funny videos

4.

Funny people

5.
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FULL ESSAY

Why Something Goes Viral

ALMOST HAD IT
I was lying on the bed browsing YouTube and there it was.
No . . . it couldn’t be. It, it, it was Pikachu Promo Full Art
Yaw Squid. It was an unlisted leaf, my all time favorite Poker
tuber had a pre-release on the one, the only, the Pikachu
Prom Full Art Box! I decided to pick that video instead
of the other great videos. When Ando (the unlisted leaf’s
name) opened the box, he was screaming in happiness.
Ahhhhhhhh. Then all of the sudden, he started jumping
for joy! After the video, I looked on eBay to try and get the
card, but it was $750. Another version came when that
happened. Yikes!! “That’s past our budget Effie,” my mom
griped. “Okay, mom!”
In conclusion, the card was a viral sensation! What made
me stop, and other people, too, was the unlisted leaf, of
course!
Efrayim Rios, Grade 5
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