
In distance learning, caregivers and teachers partner 
more than ever to help students with writing. 
Melanie Meehan created this companion to her 
book for teachers to share with caregivers to help 
children develop their writing lives— even while 
learning at home. Each of the eight modules 
contains video clips that talk caregivers through 
tools for supporting their student writers, along with 
downloadable tools that can be used by teachers or 
caregivers..
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Welcome to the Distance Learning Companion to Every Child 

Can Write (video) 
Module 1 

Setting Up the Environment 
 

 
 

Module 2 
Setting Up Management Systems 

 

 

Module 3 
Finding Entry Points 

 
 
 

Module 4 
Constructing Bridges For Writers 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=giMhXMxUY1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=giMhXMxUY1s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-hHTWlV5F9hDjDh0Fe8L8jNEF68HmEPs2OXovMoHP-U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oeizULA3ohDUpo6Px4CtVu-clVZX1-je9PZ__lGHeBM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14e0RoLSRMJxLiI7QxXYnqDEuAaI4_PS82llj_HIvIJo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ej5Zq3BeQtmdiDmUkut0pWQvdhCMJ821B4O08bTL5wU/edit?usp=sharing


Module 5 
The Power of Paper 

 
 

Module 6 
Charts and How We Use Them 

 

Module 7 
Leveraging Technology 

 

Module 8 
Conventions and Spelling 

 
 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VBRDkEZsiqq8oOy4h7nuJLw59tBiuo82SmpqyJMjEN0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N9uU7b-ngRRLq1JBnD7fyEusysw-x2WZaGiNLeSSuA0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qNMX5hC72SegwRNg1Y3EIhMWuCnmJjiDK0-G7W00DHg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UVkgO66Ovogka2l3UGrH3Gfl1-5TygtZwV7pgwHeCns/edit?usp=sharing


Module 1 - Setting Up the Environment 

In the first chapter of Every Child Can Write, I write about the importance of 
setting up the classroom environment. Students need access to writing 
tools and materials — and students thrive in clutter-free environments that 
facilitate focus and productivity. Just as teachers set up systems and 
structures in classrooms, caregivers can set up workspaces for children 
within their homes.  

Short Videos 
Checklists for the Home Environment: A video that reviews the
checklists that can be created for children’s supplies and resources

Tools We Can Provide at School and at Home: A video that explains 
some of the resources and tools caregivers can set up for their 
children as they write from home 

Questions to Check for Understanding: A short video reviewing the 
questions caregivers can ask their children in order to make sure 
children are understanding asynchronous teaching videos 

Documents 
Checklists of supplies for distance learning 
Questions to check for understanding 
Resources and Tools Caregivers Can Provide at Home 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=88F5eaQHivM&t=127s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EZQE2ENUgMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QGD1fKWJhI
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RGsWB8xim8LyKMgWKIMVeg5-rWe5ZoW3YtthoYSDG_c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h-0LDve_C3w4r5V5jGKp2D_dOpMNjxtNT2Xf4WwWKmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iT6YkGam56Lj0AnnX6ajHIxSyuwCGYmVkL7wQBvXqAg/edit?usp=sharing


Module 2- Setting Up Management Systems 

Chapter 2 of Every Child Can Write emphasizes the importance of 
transitions and routines that facilitate engagement, productivity, and 
stamina. Students must pay attention in order to understand and learn, 
regardless of the instructional platform. Additionally, students must have 
time to practice developing skills. Just as teachers establish expectations in 
classrooms, teachers can help caregivers set up similar management when 
learning happens outside of the physical school.  

Short Videos 

Questions Caregivers Can Ask: A video reviewing some of the 
questions caregivers can ask in order to ensure students are learning 
from home 

Tips for Transitions: Video explaining ways caregivers can structure 
the home environment in order to maximize children’s writing time 

Documents
Questions Caregivers Can Ask 
Tips for Transitions at Home

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QGD1fKWJhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPyOq6_GM9c&t=7s
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h-0LDve_C3w4r5V5jGKp2D_dOpMNjxtNT2Xf4WwWKmM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CY_yswpK09vVjXIS4300-Eh021OL_cbfDZHhPz3yun8/edit?usp=sharing


 

Module 3 - Finding Entry Points 
 

 
 

Current functioning levels matter, and it’s so important to challenge 
students without overwhelming them into wanting to give up. The Zone of 
Proximal Development (ZPD) is a critical concept, no matter where and 
what students are learning. Once caregivers understand and consider 
children’s ZPDs, then they will be better able to identify starting and sticking 
points.  

Short Videos 
What is the Zone of Proximal Development?: A short video where I 
explain the concept of Lev Vygotsky’s ZPD and why it matters when we 
teach anything to children 
 
What is a Cognitive Task Analysis and how does it relate to writing 
instruction? : A short video that explains CTAs and how they work within 
writing instruction 
 
Making a personal checklist: A short video that explains how to make a 
personal checklist with a child.  
 
 

Documents 
Image of the ZPD 
How to Make a Cognitive Task Analysis 
Sample Personal Checklist 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdcG8kOrWFQ&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/KIAS5v8ac-U
https://youtu.be/KIAS5v8ac-U
https://youtu.be/qbKCg1g8IIU
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LUJptdoUr0X5c_J4Y7kxkMceRheO4N54flcwhtQ88Yk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S-68o52MUQvmDmfXAWuCXcD0M8UCrlNvN-kMfBIqhYw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ywjLn1-cfoe4i8ZzkW5os2o04go8m77tCDQWZ6dKg6I/edit?usp=sharing


 

Module 4 - Constructing Bridges for Writers 
 

 
 

Sometimes writers benefit when they start their writing process at a 
different entry point, and sometimes specific skills get in the way of a 
writer’s productivity. Chapter 4 provides ideas and strategies to build 
bridges for writers so they can join into the writing journey. Many of these 
ideas can be shared with caregivers so that they can encourage striving 
writers and help them find their way into the writing process.  
 

Short Videos 
A Quick Explanation of Shared Writing: A short video that explains what 
shared writing can look like across the three genres 
 
Backward Chaining: A short video that explains what backward chaining 
is and how it can help with the writing process 
 
Targeted Practice: A short video that explains targeted practice and its 
place within developing young writers 
 
 

Documents 
How to Manage Shared Writing 
Narrative Story Starter: Catching a Fish 
 

https://youtu.be/aKhPOo85Pgw
https://youtu.be/FYWbda9G5hM
https://youtu.be/DkSfzVMsTas
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rjn0iZhzt8g1bKl-JhPNr8EdGE065abJeftkjW0l9CM/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CLuqHYKqXWJ0fc1owgNJxzftE0BG31_h/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CLuqHYKqXWJ0fc1owgNJxzftE0BG31_h/view?usp=sharing


 

Module 5 - The Power of Paper 
 

 
 
Paper has so much power when it comes to inspiring or intimidating writers! 
Chapter 5 in Every Child Can Write encourages educators to recognize 
paper’s power and to provide paper choices that support each child’s 
individual writing needs. By explaining this concept and providing 
caregivers with paper options for their writers, we can raise the potential for 
at-home writing success.   

 
Short Videos 

Explanation of the Power of Paper: A short video that explains how 
teachers and caregivers can use paper to encourage and motivate writers 
 
Paper Choices: A short video that reviews some of the available paper 
choices 
 
 
 

Documents 
 

Paper Options For All Three Genres of Writing  
 
Beth Moore’s Explanation of Paper Choices 

https://youtu.be/37hswqtEqUc
https://youtu.be/6tNTCl7qPhs
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LgF0LgHzf5yeX7SMhIFsTEzzK3Tj9mZ2?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WR394pmnzdHEPiE6Z3o1AmZmLtR_MBtc/view?usp=sharing


 

Module 6 – Charts and How We Use Them 
 

 
 

 
Chapter 6 of Every Child Can Write emphasizes the importance of 
classroom charts. While the role of the teacher is to create charts that build 
student independence, caregivers can partner with teachers to ensure that 
charts are available at home, recognizing the important role charts play in 
the development of writers.  
 

Short Videos 
Types of Charts: A short video that explains the different types of charts 
that can be created for students to support their writing lives 
 
 
 

Documents 
Types of Charts 
 

https://youtu.be/An6RfJDb6BQ
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gawIjnR4U2_cDZxpPzj0MhIG6tAED1BqUkPd9AUZpkE/edit?usp=sharing


 

Module 7 - Leveraging Technology 
 

 
 
Chapter 7 of Every Child Can Write challenges teachers to consider some 
questions whenever they are using technology in their writing classrooms. 
Those questions include: 

● What is the child learning as a result of this tool?  
● How does technology make the task more accessible for the student? 

Just as educators consider those questions, caregivers can also consider 
them.  

 
Short Videos 

Using Talk to Text Effectively: A short video that explains some key 
moves for using talk to text programs effectively 
 
 
 

Documents 
Talk to Text Tips 
 

https://youtu.be/_xYLqVPs55Q
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10Kb0lTx2ykXE0pP3zdMCX3eSBnUB8Oyr3AFQooV7NrM/edit?usp=sharing


 

Module 8 - Conventions and Spelling 
 

 
 
Perhaps more than any other topic around writing instruction, I hear 
questions about how caregivers can support writers around learning correct 
usage of conventions and spelling. It’s not an area in which I dwell in my 
writing instruction – I don’t want kids to get so caught up in the mechanics 
of spelling that they are paralyzed or run out of time for new ideas. 
However, I understand it’s important. The more systems, structures, and 
resources teachers can share with caregivers about how to support their 
writers with punctuation and spelling, the more independent and 
empowered young writers become! 

 
Short Videos 

A Series of Conventions Charts: A short video that goes over the series 
of charts that spans grades 1-5 related to conventions, capitalization, and 
spelling.  
 
A Quick Explanation of How to Support Spelling 
 
 

Documents 
Convention Charts - Grades 1-5  
 
Ways to Spell Words Chart 

https://youtu.be/mL2_Y6sQ2cE
https://youtu.be/2boeZrzC9PE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1h-75kQjQmpznRilW9VjWVVH6QBNeSIda?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QXz-wZ2ZFxObA6Pf0skl2_6zAP1mtsj1/view?usp=sharing
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