
Preface

This book and the statements of the authors are intended to
respond to the professional needs of the reader. The case law

interpretation and the presentation of scenarios should not be con-
sidered statements of final authority. Only a court of law, guided by
individual case facts, can be considered the authority on a specific
issue. That issue may be treated differently from court to court and
state to state. Legal requirements and accepted customs can and do
vary greatly between and even within states and can change often.

This book serves a generic purpose for the education profession
and provides only suggested guidelines. While this book is designed to
provide accurate and authoritative information in regard to the subject
matter covered, it should not be considered a forecaster of impending
or future litigation. It should also be noted that any guidelines sug-
gested must be treated with caution in light of the specific subject
matter examined and the expected level of personal involvement.

In publishing this book, neither the authors nor the publisher is
engaged in rendering legal service. If legal advice or assistance is
required, the services of a competent attorney should be sought. In
“Annie’s Case,” all events should be considered fictitious and hypo-
thetical, and any resemblance to real people or specific incidents is
coincidental.
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